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connected "V His conduct was generally condemned as pusillanimous
and disloyal. Mr. Gladstone declared that " to escape punishment
he ran away from duty ". Palmerston told him without circum-
locution : " You have the appearance of having remained in office,
aiding in carrying on a system of which you disapproved until driven
out by Roebuck's announced notice, and the Government will have
the appearance of self-condemnation by flying from a discussion
which they dare not face ". The Queen expressed in a curt note
44 her surprise and concern at hearing so abruptly of his intention to
desert her Government on the motion of Mr. Roebuck ". At this
letter Lord John was " very much excited and very angry," but
despite further explanation the Queen refused to withdraw her just
censure. On the 26th Mr. Roebuck brought forward his motion,
and on the 29th it was carried, to the amazement of both sides, by
805 votes to 148, over 100 Liberals voting in the majority. On the
following day Lord Aberdeen tendered to his Sovereign the resigna-
tion of the Cabinet, and the Coalition Ministry was at an end. From
Lord Aberdeen himself the Queen parted with deep regret, and in-
sisted on giving him the vacant Garter as a mark of her esteem and
gratitude. To the Duke of Newcastle also she spoke kmdly and
comforting words, assuring him of her sense of his '* loyal, high-
minded and patriotic conduct as well as of his unremitting exertions
to serve his Sovereign and country ".2 History is compelled to judge
both Ministers less leniently. Lord John's dissatisfaction with the
administration of the War Office must be shared by all who have had
occasion to investigate the history of the Coalition Ministry. Nor
can Lord Aberdeen, single-minded and high-souled patriot though he
unquestionably was, escape a share of the blame which must attach
to his colleagues. " Capax imperil nisi imperasset." His endow-
ments were high and his character was unimpeachable; but he
failed to overcome the difficulties of a difficult situation and a critical
time. As to Lord John's share in the overthrow of the Government
contemporary opinion was not equivocal, and it has been entirely
endorsed by posterity. The least uncharitable view of his conduct
is to ascribe it to super-conscientiousness, to the promptings of which
lesser men are, to the advantage of a work-a-day world, generally
deaf.
The new That the vote on the Roebuck motion accurately represented the
feeling of the nation cannot be doubted. But it was one thing to
dismiss the Coalition, and it was another thing to replace them. The
Queen sent immediately for Lord Derby as the leader of the largest
group in the composite majority which had overthrown the Ministry.
Lord Derby was anxious to avoid the responsibility of office, and
consented to attempt the formation of a Cabinet provided Lord
Palmerston, Mr. Gladstone, and Mr. Sidney Herbert would join him.
1 Letter to Lord Aberdeen, January 23rd.            * Q.V.L. iii. 101.